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monwealth that lessen the value of many state histories. As a general 
text on Missouri it is the best that has been compiled. 

F. C. Shoemaker 

Nebraska state historical society, Publications. Volume xviii. Edited 
by Albert Watkins, historian of the society. (Lincoln: Nebraska 
state historical society, 1917. 448 p. $2.50) 
For some years past the society publishing the above volume has 
been omitting from its publications all reports of the proceedings of the 
organization. With the advent of a new secretary it now returns to its 
old-time practice with the result that over one-half of the present volume 
is devoted to a more or less abridged record of its proceedings for the 
past nine years. Biographical, historical, and "special historical" papers 
and index occupy the remaining 219 pages, the whole being accompanied 
by eleven full-page illustrations. Among the general historical papers, 
"A rural mail carrier of 1849" and "Trailing Texas long horn cattle 
through Nebraska" are two with large appeal to the student of frontier 
or midwestern history. The three "special" papers are all of general 
as well as local interest. The two by Mr. "Watkins, historian of the so- 
ciety, are splendid examples of critical handling of exceedingly difficult 
material, although their involved style will render some portions of them 
difficult of understanding to the average reader. The reviewer feels 
that clearness and continuity would have been gained by placing Mr. 
Webster's paper on "Controversy in the senate over the admission of 
Nebraska" after, instead of between, Mr. Watkins' papers on "Neapolis, 
near-capital" and "How Nebraska was brought into the union." Some- 
what novel, but apparently justified, is the statement by Mr. Watkins 
that during the territorial period "popular opinion commonly prevailed 
in Kansas while it was commonly disregarded and subjugated in Ne- 
braska." An occasional typographical error has escaped the proofreader, 
as, for example, "is" for "it" in line 18 on page 383. While the index 
to the volume is unusually extensive, it is somewhat uneven in composi- 
tion; for example, under the heading "Annexation of South Platte sec- 
tion to Kansas," reference is made to one discussion of the subject on 
page 308, but none is made to the more important one on page 377. The 
volume as a whole is nevertheless fully up to the standard set by the 
society in recent years, and is well worthy of its place on the shelves of 
either the library or the individual aspiring to any extensive collection of 
materials upon the history of the plains west. 

C. E. Peksingeb 



